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They take the train!

They get their clothes from

the dry cleaner!

Here’s one of our favorite judges

getting her, well... getting

somebody’s dry cleaning

anyway...

Here’s a judge who

remembers that the Metra line

is now BYO and who’s leaving

her car, and the possibility of a

DUI, at home for the night!

They take their little judges
to the playground!

Our Judges:

They’re Just

Like Us!

If some judges think the robe is ababe-magnet, this is one judgewho  knows that nothing worksbetter than an eight month oldkid with a gavel!
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They take their

gavels for rides

in the park...

9

...ready to roll for the

neighborhood watch patrol!

 We found Judge Riggs giving chase to yet another

J.D. trying to skip out on her morning math class.

 Photographs ©2009 REP3.com

No, that’s not Judge Popejoy working a second jobto get his five kids through school. This judge is justdisposing of briefs (or lawyers?) that ignored therule on page limitations.

They take out the garbage!

Good ol’ Judge Abraham... He sure knowshow to Bust a Move! Here, the Judgedemonstrates one of the maneuvers thatwon him the divisional title in the 2003Sandwich Illinois “X Games.”

They’re Sk8r Boys!



Legal Aid Update

If you handle real estate closings, you ought to be careful

to consider the real estate that matters most: Yours!!!

For Your Real Estate Needs!

Hedayat Title Services, Inc.

Join the Hedayat Approved Attorney Program now and start
earning the fees you deserve! Get money from transactions
you participate in, way above what your client thinks you’re
being paid! Get paid for all the hard work you do and for
what we do too!
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HELP SUPPORT JUDGES NIGHT!
Every year, Judge’s Night raises funds for the Legal Aid program. Be-
cause of the need for interesting costumery and lighting, however, Judges
Night has incurred substantial cost overruns putting this popular, long-
running event in the red in many of the last few years.  We don’t want
to lose this funding source! So the DuPage County Bar Foundation is
hosting several Fund Raising events in April to support Judges Night and
we need your HELP!

April 25th: Judge Culliton graciously sponsors a pancake breakfast. A
once in a lifetime opportunity to make breakfast for your favorite Judge!
Tickets must be purchased in advance.

April 27th: The New and Young Lawyers Committee sponsors a Car
Wash. Come and wash a Judge’s car! Due to the ratio of Judges to Law-
yers in DuPage County there will be a limit of one car per patron. The
program was slated to begin on April 27, but due to overwhelming re-
sponse, it will be held the 1st and 3rd Mondays of every month. Rain or
Shine. First come first served. Limited quantities.

For more info on “Help Support
Judge’s Nite,” contact Gladys
Reynolds at the Bar Center.
Gladys has been represented in
dozens of cases she’s filed over
the years by Legal Aid lawyers
and says she is “grateful for this
opportunity to give something
back to the community.”
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BONUS! Earn CLE Credits at every closing
and  on-line when you order title from

Hedayat Title Services, Inc.!

Google Search “Hedayat Legal Services” for a directory of email
addresses, websites and blogs from which to contact us!
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We recently had the honor of
spending a little time with Circuit
Court Clerk, Chris Kachiroobus.  We
learned about  his important job
and some of the ambitious projects
he has in store for DuPage. What
follows are highlights from our con-
versation.

       Mr. Kachiroobus, you have
had great success with your
online program, found at
getaprotectionorder.org.  Do
you have any other big plans?
“Well Chris, we weren’t certain of

grand new idea did come to me
at Christmas. Two words. Gift
Cards.  By the 2009 holiday sea-
son, we hope to have a new or-
der of protection program at
www.giveaprotectionorder.org.  Yes,
people will be able to sign up
and give a free order of protec-
tion to a loved one this Christ-
mas. I personally think
they’ll make great hostess gifts as
well. I can only hope it’s as big a
hit with the citizens of DuPage
County as the original program!”

       That certainly is a step in
the right direction, Mr.
Kachiroobus. “Thank you,
Chris!”

       I know another change
in the Clerk’s Office is the e-
filing program.  Can you tell
us more about that, Mr.
Kachiroobus?  “Absolutrely,
Chris. Attorneys are busy people
who have precious little time to
spare. Sometimes the 28 to 45
days leave they are given to file
briefs is simply not enough.
Imagine being able to file docu-
ments with the Clerk at mid-
night, or even in your pajamas
at home.  You know, I love pa-
jamas especially the ones with
the little footies. Sorry, back to
e-filing.  It’s a great improvement
for the Clerk’s office.  We can
minimize our storage needs by
having everything available
right in our computers. It also
maximizes the time our deputy

Yet Another Interview With
An Elected Official In

Search of More Publicity1

Unofficially Speaking

by Chris Kachiroobus 2

Chris Kachiroobus
(not really pictured)
is an elected official
who is proud to have
been elected at least
twice now to the po-
sition of Clerk of the
Circuit Court of

DuPage County, Illinois.  Among his
many aspirations and dreams is a
big, yellow bus which he hopes will
someday carry attorneys from their
homes and offices to the courthouse
for a nominal fee. There is no truth
to the rumor that Chris inter-
viewed  himself because no one
else wanted to.  As he explained
when we asked him “what’s this
then?,” given the importance of
his position, it is was equally im-
portant that someone important
conduct the interview, ask the
important questions, and make
sure the dialogue focused on the
important issues of the day.

1   Not really.
2  Not really again.

clerks have to check their emails, up-
date their Facebook profiles and plan
office events like our Halloween
party.”

With that, Mr. Kachiroobus pulled up
his chair and went back to diligently
working on the day’s crossword
challenge. Mr. Kachiroobus truly is
aforce to be reckoned with, someone
who has earned the respect he has
garnered.  What reward does he get
for his herculean efforts?  Well, his one
request was the small sign on his of-
fice door; a paltry marker indeed for
such an important office as that of the
Clerk of the Circuit Court of DuPage
County, Illinois.

the success of an online order of
protection program. Domestic vio-
lence is a serious issue. While com-
puter literacy can sometimes be an
issue, we knew the program would
be a great success, given the suc-
cess rate of paper orders of pro-
tection before Judge Diamond.  A

“A great idea
did come to

me at
Christmas.
Two words.
Gift cards.”



What’s In the Stars
Capricorn (December 22 - January 19). Pisces moon is nearing the fourth house
of creativity. Conservative Capricorn normally likes the rules and lives by them. Rules
are meant to be broken! This month, ignore procedure and make up your own!
Make sure to keep them guessing, though, and you will add new adventure to your
life and those around you. Judge Brian J. Diamond, Judge Cary B. Pierce, and Judge
Joseph S. Bongiorno are Capricorns.
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Aquarius (January 20 - February 18). You are feeling new found confidence as Spring
starts but beware, do not let it distract you from your work. You may have made a decision
and genuinely missed an important fact that will affect your life for the next two to six
years. While it may be a tedious task, retrace your steps now and save others from review-
ing your work for you. Chief Judge Stephen J. Culliton, Judge Peter W. Ostling, Judge Rich-
ard M. Stock, Judge Dorothy F. French, and Judge C. Stanley Austin are all Aquarians.

Pisces (February 19 - March 20). The moon enters critical Virgo. You will tend to
have an overly watchful eye and be suspicious of people making excuses. Lighten up
a little and you will find there’s no real harm in letting people get away with some-
thing... once in a while. Be sure to let them know they aren’t getting away with it by
pulling the wool over your eyes, it ‘s because you let them. You share a sign with
Judge William I. Ferguson, Judge Bruce R. Kelsey, and Judge James J. Konetski.

Aries (March 21 - April 19). Your focus this month is on your career while outgo-
ing Venus is in your Tenth House of Status. Sound the trumpets and let people know!
First you have to get noticed and stand out among your colleagues. Buy some flashy
new clothes and you’ll catch people s attention in no time. Make sure to brush up
that resume. You’ll soon find yourself looking at exciting new career opportunities!
Judge George J. Sotos was born under this sign.

Taurus (April 20 - May 20). Spring is here and it seems like everyone loves you.
Your usual charisma and charm are in overdrive this month. You even deliver bad
news with poise and grace. But watch out on the 18th, you will be spoiling for a fight.
Someone has taken advantage of your usual good nature. Take time to tell that
special someone how you really feel. Do it in a big crowd of that someone’s col-
leagues and you can be sure they won t be pestering you again. Judge John T. Elsner
and Judge Patrick J. Leston were both born under the sign of the Bull.

Gemini (May 21 - June 21). The sun will enter Mercury on the 2nd this month and
make you feel like you are misunderstood. People seem to look at you like you are
speaking Latin. Don’t let this dishearten your efforts. It’s their problem, not yours and
you don t need to explain yourself. Tell them to wipe the dazed look off their face and
keep being your brilliant self. You hold much power and can be very persuasive when
you want to be.  They will soon come around to your way of thinking. Judge Richard
D. Russo, Judge Hollis L. Webster, and Judge Bonnie M. Wheaton are all Geminis.
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Cancer (June 22 - July 22). Your playful side is normally appreciated around the
office but this month be careful not to take it too far. After the 20th leave the whoopee
cushion at home. Your colleagues are on to you so lay low for the rest of the month and
you’ll throw them off the trail. Find yourself a refreshing new outlet and direct your
attentions to all the whiney suck-ups always looking for you to give them somethin  for
nothin’ . Toy with them, torture them and generally mess with their heads to your hearts
desire.  Fellow Cancers include Judge Perry R. Thompson and Judge Peter J. Dockery.

Leo (July 23- August 22).  It’ s a good month to plan ahead and right now you re in
the best possible position to gain some useful information . Be sure to take your time
and be thorough. Dig up some dirt, keep it to yourself and save it for a rainy day.
Some day this knowledge will come in handy and ensure your job security. You have
all the  resources and special skills to make it happen so get to it!  You share a sign with
Judge Timothy McJoynt.

Virgo (August 23 - September 22).  I’m still angry about last Saturday.  You can
predict your own darn future. I can’t bear to even think about it.  Judges who wish they
didn’t have to share your sign include Judge Karen M. Wilson, Judge Robert G. Kleeman,
Judge Paul M. Fullerton, Judge Linda E. Davenport, Judge Robert J. Anderson, and Judge
Rodney W. Equi.

Libra (September 23 - October 22). You have finally attained your goal and yes
people really like you! Take advantage of your new found star status. Eat, drink and be
merry...for free! Invite someone in your profession out for dinner each night of the week
and accept all those invitations that are piling up. People are so hard up to get a few
precious moments in your presence which means you won’t be picking up the check
anytime soon!  our fellow  Judges you’ll see at other tables this month include: Judge John
J. Kinsella, Judge Jane H. Mitton, Judge Ronald D. Sutter, and Judge Kenneth A. Abraham.

Scorpio (October 23 - November 21). Catch the Full moon eclipse in flirty Leo.
April will be full of brief encounters; some will be flirty and some will be ferocious.
After the 15th, use your powers of flirtation and people will hang on your  every
word. Keep that lion heart in check near the 24th and those around you will be glad
for it. Your fellow Scorpio judges include: Judge Terrence M. Sheen, Judge Brian R.
McKillip, Judge Neal W. Cerne, and Judge John W. Demling.

Sagittarius (November 22 - December 21).  Your seventh house of luck passes
through Uranus giving you the means to get out of a few predicaments. Your tre-
mendous popularity will fill your social calendar so much you will race from one
event to another. If you get caught bending some rules, the way out will be bend-
ing them further. Make your status known and all will be forgiven. It won’t take to
long to get used to because it’s all part of the job.  Judges born under the sign of the
archer include Judge George J. Bakalis, Judge Elizabeth W. Sexton, Judge Mark W.
Dwyer, Judge Mary E. O’Connor, and Judge Kenneth L. Popejoy.

For You and Your Judge!?
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Editor’s Note: Following is a schol-
arly work of legal analysis to justify
our continued status as an aca-
demic journal on Westlaw.

ARTICLE

Potter & Associates
Law Offices, P.C.

With Over Five Years Experience We Have What it Takes
to Handle All Your Litigation Needs!!!!!

The Intersection Between 735 ILCS 5/2-615 and 735 ILCS
5/2-619 of the Illinois Code of Civil Procedure: Procedural
Landmines to Consider in the Preparation of Memoranda
to be Submitted  Pursuant to 735 ILCS 5/2-619.1 of the
Illinois Code of Civil Procedure.

735 ILCS 5/2-615 provides an
important mechanism which
attorneys can rely upon when

filing a motion to dismiss a com-
plaint which “fails to state a cause
of action.”1  735 ILCS 5/2-619, on the
other hand, is available as the ba-
sis for a motion to dismiss a com-
plaint  which is lacking because cer-
tain affirmative matter, such as an
applicable statute of limitations or
prior release serves as a bar to the
plaintiff’s cause of action.2

Headings are Important. Until
recently, the subtle differences be-
tween these two sections made it
difficult for judges to appreciate
what relief was being sought when
defense counsel filed a “motion to

dismiss” and additional law thus
needed to be passed in order to
clear up this confusion among
the circuits.   735 ILCS 5/2-619.1 is
thus available to attorneys who
are running low on staples and
want to make sure they have
everything they want to argue

“Additional law
thus needed to be
passed in order to
clear up confusion

among the circuits.”

in one document.3 The statute
provides that headings should be
used so that the judge can tell,
from one section of the memo-
randum to the next, what statu-
tory authority the attorney is
relying upon.4

735 ILCS 5/2-619 is Impor-
tant.   An in-depth analysis of
the host of other concerns that

may arise under 735 ILCS 5/2-619.1 is
beyond the scope of this article.  Still,
this shows that 735 ILCS 5/2-619.1 is
an important arrow in the quiver of
every practicing attorney in Illinois.
Knowing how to navigate around
such procedural landmines is what
separates bad lawyers from future
DuPage County judges!
___________
1  735 ILCS 5/2-615
2 735 ILCS 5/2-619
3 735 ILCS 5/2-619.1
4 Id.

Gabriella Potter is
an associate with
Potter & Associates.
She has written nu-
merous memo-
randa on various
topics in the law in-
cluding the recent
“Motion to Dismiss

Under 735 ILCS 5/2-619” in Loder v.
Karno, which was granted without
prejudice.  She is a member of the DCBA
Real Estate, Tax, Estate Planning, ADR,
Appellate Practice & Bankruptcy Com-
mittees.

by Gabriella Potter

 We offer a unique on-line CLE program for attorneys who provide us with referrals!  Call now!
Courses are available in an array of legal practice areas!  Certification pending!

Visit www.fiveyearsexperienceisnothingtosneezeat.com

Photos on this page ©2009 REP3.com
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Judicial Profile

Chief Judge Stephen J.
Culliton is among the
most worldly and interest-

ing members of the judiciary.  I
have had the pleasure of observ-
ing Judge Culliton in his court-
room on several occasions
and am duly impressed by his
knowledge of the law, his de-
meanor with lawyers and liti-
gants, and his common sense,
down to earth approach to is-
sues.  He brings a breadth of
experience to the courthouse
and a sense of discipline
honed by years of hard work
and experience.  He is an in-
credible lawyer, politically
savvy, and a great humani-
tarian.  I only wish there were
more people like Judge
Culliton in the world and that
I should one day have the op-
portunity to actually speak
with him in person.
      Judge Culliton is extremely busy,
so he was unable to schedule a time
to meet with me during the six
months I worked on putting this
story together.  He did take time
to tell me in the hallway about a
year ago that he thought I should
have a “good morning.”  And I once
saw him talking with his bailiff and
pointing at me in the courtroom,
so I know that he is aware of and
appreciates my dedication.  I didn’t
hear their discussion of course, a
man in such a position as Judge
Culliton must always maintain
some sense of privacy with his

courtroom staff.  But the sheriff was
kind enough to ask me, just a few
minutes later, whether there was
anything I needed and to let me
know that there wasn’t anything
going on that morning that I should
be concerned with and that I could
therefore go home or the day

  According to Sullivan’s Judicial
Profiles, which you can find right
there in the courthouse law library,
Judge Culliton’s experience brings
him as close to sainthood as any hu-
man being might come without ac-
tually performing a miracle.  His
birthday is Valentine’s Day, which
is just too appropriate, and he has
almost forty years experience as a
lawyer and judge.  He loves “clas-
sical and opera music, golfing, yard
work, watching the Cubs, Red Sox
and Notre Dame and spending
time with his family.” 1

    Knowing his love for golf, I hoped
for the opportunity to meet with

him at one of the area country
clubs.  A few weeks later, I was
elated to see him at Itasca, talking

with Judge Patrick Leston in
the parking lot.  Judge
Leston is, like Judge Culliton,
a worldly and interesting
member of the judiciary
who brings a breadth of ex-
perience to the courtroom, a
sense of discipline honed by
years of hard work, and a
great humanitarian.  But he
was also too busy to sched-
ule a meeting with me to dis-
cuss what it must have been
like to actually meet Judge
Culliton.  Still, I have the golf
ball that Judge Culliton
hooked into the woods that
day and I will treasure it al-
ways.2

Yet Another Interview With
Judge Stephen J. Culliton

 _____
1 Sullivan’s Judicial Profiles, 2008 Edition,
pg. 170.

2 Some day, of course, I will do the right
thing and donate this golf ball to the
DuPage County Historical Society.  But
their facilities are not quite what they
should be to preserve such a historic
artifact so, for now, I am keeping it at
home where it is both prominently and
appropriately displayed.

Pictured: I came thisclose to getting
Judge Culliton to pose for a picture with
me, but he was just too busy that day
and had to attend to other matters.  The
sheriff showed me out. Photo ©2009
REP3.com
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by Fred D. Algonquin

Fred D. Algonquin is
the former owner of
Algonquin Court
Reporting Services,
Inc. and a practic-

ing mediator.  He graduated with
honors from the American Justice
School of Law in Kentucky and
recently joined the DCBA.




